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Local Leaders’ Attitudes and Perspectives of the Southern Unrests in

ThamuangSub-District, Thepha District, Sonmgkhla Province
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Abstract

The objectives study of this research were to study local leaders’ attitudes and
perspectives of the Southern unrests in Thamuang Sub-district, Thepha District, Songkhla
Province and to analyze the causes and recommend solutions for the unrests in the South.
The study utilized a Participatory Action Research workshop (PAR) using the focus group
discussions. Members of the community were encouraged to participate, share ideas
andengage in the planning and decision making of process in the study. The study reveals
that the unrests in Southern provinces are complicated andlinked to problems in many
areas. For those who do not live in the three southern border provinces and have no
exposure to the problems profoundly in a continuous and long-term basis, the problems in
the Deep South are deemed similar to the basic structure of problems in Thai society in
general. The only difference lies in the aspects of ethnic, religious and cultural
unigueness, reflecting social identity of the individuals in this particular area, a
phenomenon incomprehensible to people in the other areas. This is the main source of
distrust of the society at large, resulting in a social gap between the people in Deep
South and the rest of the country. As a result, the social gap causes the discrimination
toward the people in the area, making them feel that they do receive justice they
deserve. They feel deprived, persecuted and taken advantage of economic benefits
and such persecution causes negative attitude toward people in the society in
general. The long-term accumulation of such attitudes brings about a burse into violent
incidents as seen at present. The problems in the South are crucial and detrimental to
the stability of the country. The issue of ethnicnationalism becomes the problem of
ethnic rebellions with the goal of separatism for a new independent state and
sovereignty of its own.

Keywords : unrest, Southern Border Provinces
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